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might be placed. This is the only effective remedy for such abuses.
There is undoubtedly a great tendency on the part of Indians to confess with a view of escaping the punishment which, through circumstances over which they do not see that they have any control, seems likely to fall upon them. The wife of a very distinguished officer of the Madras Civil Service told me, when I was on the Police Commission, a story which she thought was quite relevant to this part of our inquiry. It was to the following effect. Very soon after she had come from home, as a young lady, to reside with her parents in Madras, she reached their house from the tennis ground barely in time to dress for dinner. She went into the drawing-room and found that her mother had not yet come downstairs, but was in her own room preparing for dinner. She left the drawing-room in a hurry to run and change her clothes.
As she was leaving the room she knocked down a little table with a valuable vase on it. The vase was broken to pieces, She lifted the table and then went upstairs, determining to tell her mother when she was dressed. When she came down she found her mother in the act of dealing with the servants about the broken vase: one of the servants had already acknowledged that he had accidentally thrown it down. Before she had heard what was going on, the young lady said to her mother, " I am very sorry about that vase. It was very careless of me. I knocked it down as I was hurrying off to dress for dinner." " But," her mother said, " Ramaswaniy, the bearer, has just acknowledged that he broke it."
It turned out that the mother had told the servants that, if they would speak the truth, she would take into consideration any circumstances that might be favourable to the person who had broken it, but that otherwise she must insist on the price of the vase being paid by the servants as a body. The result was that, after some consultation amongst themselves, they had decided that Ramaswamy, who was a very good and favourite servant, should make the confession. He accordingly